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Arts Odyssey Music Application 

Video Requirements 
Current 7th and 8th Grades / Rising 8th and 9th Grades 

 
Before You Record Your Application Video 

 

 Read the performance requirements (see Performance Requirements document on website) to 
ensure you perform the correct number of pieces and scales (if applicable) for your instrument. 
 

 Record your audition in a clearly defined interior space.  Hallways are not usually the best place 
to record.  If possible, choose a room with a door you can close.  This should help limit other 
noises on your recording.  

 

 The camera/phone should be at a distance and frame your entire body, but not too far away.  We 
want to be able to see your bowing or fingering technique, as well as your posture and/or 
embouchure.  A plain or simple background will help. 

 

 Wear clothing that is simple and looks nice.  No torn jeans, inappropriate shirts or skirts/dresses 
that are too short. 

 

 You may read your introductions and the interview question from a card but not your answer.  
We want to get a sense of your personality and why you are interested in our program, and 
that’s really hard to do if you read from a card.  Just be yourself and talk to the camera/phone 
as if you are having a conversation with one of us.  

 

 You may choose to record everything in one take, or recording, or you may choose to record 
each part as separate takes/recordings - intro and solo(s) on part 1, intro and scales (if 
required) on part 2, and interview question on part 3. 

 
The Vocal Video 
All Arts Odyssey vocalists perform one solo and answer an interview question.  The solo should be 
performed without accompaniment.  Vocal videos will generally be between 1-4 minutes in length, 
including solo and interview question.  Keep in mind the length of the video is not what is most 
important.  The important thing is to choose a solo that best demonstrates the quality of your voice.  
Vocal videos should NOT be longer than 5 minutes. 

 
Begin recording. 
 Start by introducing yourself and your material: “My name is (your preferred and last 

name and your grade).  My solo is (title, if applicable) by (composer’s name). 
 Perform your solo without accompaniment.  
 You may or may not wish to pause/stop the recording at this point before continuing 

with the interview question; the choice is yours.  
Continue recording.  
 Answer the following question:   

What interests you about attending the Odyssey Summer Music Program?  
End recording. 



2018-2019 

 
The Instrumental Video 
All Arts Odyssey instrumentalists perform 1-2 solos, scales, and answers an interview question.  The 
solo(s) should be performed without accompaniment.  Instrumental videos will generally be around 
5 minutes in length.  Keep in mind the length of your video, or whether you choose two shorter solos 
or one longer solo, is not what is most important.  The important thing is to choose piece(s) that best 
demonstrate your abilities on your instrument, ie. tone, technique, rhythm, etc.  Instrumental videos 
should NOT be longer than 10 minutes. 

 
Begin recording. 
 Start by introducing yourself and your material: “My name is (your preferred and last 

name and your grade).  My solo is (title, if applicable) by (composer’s name). 
 Perform your solo without accompaniment.  
 If you have chosen to perform two shorter solos, introduce and perform your second 

solo. 
 You may or may not wish to pause/stop the recording at this point before continuing 

with the scale requirement; the choice is yours.  
Continue recording.  
 Tell us which scales you will perform and the order you will perform them, and perform 

your scales.  
 You may or may not wish to pause/stop the recording at this point before continuing 

with the interview question; the choice is yours.  
Continue recording.  
 Answer the following question:   

What interests you about attending the Odyssey Summer Music Program?  
End recording. 

 
After Recording Your Application Video 

 

1. Watch your video!  Make sure the image is upright (not sideways!) and plays like you want 
it to be seen. 
 

2. Save and name your video file with your last name, preferred name, grade, and art area.   
Ex. Doe.John.7.Music. 

 

3. For directions on how to submit your video, download and read Arts Odyssey Video 
Submission Guidelines (available on our website). 

 

4. Submit your video and application: 
- by November 30 for a decision by January 31  
- after November 30, applications will be processed on a space-available basis 

 
Contact Information    

For information or assistance, contact the Office of Admissions at applications@scgsah.org or 
call 864.282.3713.  Provide your name, grade, and the art area for which you are applying in all 
communications. 

mailto:applications@scgsah.org

